Unfairness 
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If we were able to go anywhere in the world and sit down to watch a group of children playing, probably sooner or later we would hear one child shout out: “That’s not fair!”  And sometimes even a fist-fight might follow! It is a natural tendency to compare what WE have with others, and also to expect equal treatment. Of course sometimes the “unfairness” just relates to time spent with a particular toy or something of minor importance – yet sadly in many parts of the world the unfairness rightfully addresses a serious issue. In many Western countries there have been years of struggles and dedicated efforts (even wars!) to bring change and more equality among the people. I read an article written in 2006 about a new law in India banning children from working. One national sample survey reported more than 16 million children aged 5-14 years of age in India were employed for little or even NO pay! Now comparing THEIR lives with those of most other children around the world, they ARE being treated unfairly! It is a terrible, sad fact and there are SO MANY OTHER injustices like that around the world, especially involving children. As Christians we must all continue to pray that God will raise up faithful people and organizations dedicated to helping solve these problems. But in the meantime, what can we do to help those affected by such injustice?

Even if we had lots of money or could quickly change the laws, injustice and unfairness would not stop overnight and tomorrow we would still meet those who are suffering. So what can we do to make their lives easier TODAY? I think the Bible gives us the answer and can give hope and comfort to those who ARE suffering. The story that immediately comes to mind and that I have found so encouraging and helpful in the past, is the story of Joseph in Genesis chapters 37, 39-47. I know this is a long story to read but it is well worth it as it contains many good lessons about how God can bless us even when everyone around us is unfair and trying to cause us trouble – even wanting to kill us! Joseph was just a teenager (and a “good boy”) when first his own brothers turned against him (now THAT’S not right!!). They even wanted to kill him but instead SOLD him to be taken as a slave into Egypt; then they LIED to their father! This was SO unfair, but because Joseph did not become bitter and full of hatred, but instead kept his faith in God, God took care of him and blessed him. But as we read the story we see that later his employer turned against him and had him thrown into prison! Again though Joseph CHOSE not to get bitter and instead worked hard and trusted God for YEARS! Finally after a long time and many experiences God greatly blessed Joseph and gave him a high position in the land – and he was even restored to his family and was able to help them! What a wonderful, encouraging story this is to remember! No matter what injustice we experience, if we keep our trust in God He will be with us to help us through it and even bless us greatly!
