Marathon Bible Game

This is a fun game that is perfect for either a small family group of children or a large group such as at a camp or special meeting, and can be played outside in a large area giving the children plenty of opportunity to burn off energy! The questions and clues can be focused on a particular theme and the example is given of a Christmas marathon.

1 - Children are divided into pairs (one older child with a younger child to be responsible for) and given a piece of paper and pencil to write down the answers

2 - Around the area are 5-6 "stations" each with a card with several multiple choice questions written clearly on it. (Someone dressed as a suitable bible character could be at each station if a large number of children are playing)

3 - At the start, a clue is read out to all the children, directing them to the first station. Then at each station once they have written down their answers to the questions, they are given a clue directing them to the next station. (Clues can simply be like "the next station is near the gate" or "find the next station near a big tree")

4 - Once all the stations have been visited and the answers written down, the children must go to the Finish point and hand in their paper. After all the answers have been checked and points awarded, go through all the questions explaining the correct answers to all the children (to remind them of the real Christmas story) and then the winners can be announced. (Points can be given for each correct answer as well as to the first teams arriving at the finish)
Here is an example of the questions for a Christmas Marathon:

1st station (with Angel)

1) Who did the angel Gabriel first visit to tell of a special son being born?


a) Mary


b) Joseph


c) Zechariah

2) Who was the mother of John the Baptist?


a) Mary


b) Elizabeth


c) Martha

3) Where was Mary when the angel Gabriel visited her?


a) Bethlehem


b) Jerusalem


c) Nazareth

4) How long did Mary stay when she visited her cousin? 


a) three months


b) six months


c) nine months

2nd station (with Innkeeper)

1) Joseph wanted to divorce Mary because she was pregnant but changed his mind - why?


a) Mary begged him to marry her


b) an angel visited him in a dream and told him to marry her


c) God spoke to him from Heaven with thunder and lightning

2) Why did Joseph and Mary travel to Bethlehem?


a) because of a census

b) to visit relatives


c) for their honeymoon

3) Where was Baby Jesus born?


a) in a field near the shepherds


b) in the inn


c) in a shelter where the animals went to eat

3rd station (with Shepherd)

1) How did the shepherds learn of Baby Jesus' birth?


a) they saw a star over the place where he was


b) an angel appeared and told them


c) some wise men stopped to tell them

2) How did the shepherds react when they saw the angel?


a) they were happy


b) they were scared


c) they didn't believe it

3) What was the special clue the angel gave them to be able to find Baby Jesus?


a) he was wrapped in swaddling clothes


b) there was a star over the place


c) he was lying in a feeding trough 

4) What did the shepherds do after leaving Mary, Joseph and Baby Jesus?


a) they went and told everyone they knew


b) they went straight back to their sheep and said nothing


c) they went and told King Herod 

4th station (with wise man or king)

1) Who was king over Judea at the time of Jesus' birth?


a) King Augustus


b) King Herod


c) King Caesar 

2) Where did the wise men go first when they got to Judea?


a) Bethlehem


b) Nazareth


c) Jerusalem

3) Who said that Jesus was in Bethlehem?


a) the wise men


b) the chief priests and teachers of the law


c) the angels

4) How did the wise men know exactly where Jesus and his parents were?


a) the star stopped over the place


b) the shepherds showed them


c) an angel appeared to them

5) What did the wise men do first when they saw Baby Jesus?


a) they gave him gifts


b) they asked to hold him


c) they bowed down and worshipped him 
5th station (with Egyptian)

1) Why did Joseph take Mary and Baby Jesus and run away from Bethlehem in the night?


a) they couldn't pay the rent any more


b) they heard soldiers coming


c) Joseph dreamed that an angel told him to do it

2) What might have happened if they had not gone away?


a) Baby Jesus would have been taken to grow up in Herod's palace


b) Jesus would have been killed 


c) Herod would have been able to worship Jesus

3) Why did they go to live in Egypt?


a) because Joseph had friends there


b) because the angel led them to Egypt


c) because the angel told them to go there

4) How long did they stay in Egypt?


a) until King Herod died


b) until the Romans left Judea


c) until Jesus was 12 years old 


Answers:

1st station - 1:c); 2:b); 3:c); 4:a)

2nd station - 1:b); 2:a); 3:c)

3rd station - 1:b); 2:b); 3:c); 4:a)

4th station - 1:b); 2:c); 3:b); 4:a); 5:c)

5th station - 1:c); 2:b); 3:c); 4:a)

