Godly Beauty Pageant
Actors - Up to 15 "contestants", each dressed prettily with a sash with her Bible name. The sash can initially be worn with the name on the back so that after the first question has been answered, the audience has a chance to guess which Bible woman she represents. Once the name is revealed, she can move the sash around to show her name on the front.

One "interviewer" or pageant director who holds a "microphone" and questions the contestants, who enter one by one from the side, and then stand in a line at the back of the stage until the "winner" is announced. Before choosing a winner, the audience can be asked to vote on the Bible woman whose story they think most inspires them (NOT the most physically beautiful!).
Note - If this is done in another country where a different language is spoken, each contestant can merely learn the response to the first question, and then the interviewer can proceed to tell more details about her bible character in the native language.
Godly Beauty Pageant Quiz Game
Later, sometime after the pageant, this activity can be held outdoors as a way to reinforce the teaching about the various Bible women. Participants work in pairs (such as mother and daughter) and are given a piece of paper and pencil to write down the answers.

Around the area are 4 "stations" each with a large poster with several multiple choice questions written clearly on it. (Someone should be at each station to supervise if needed because of large number of participants)

With a large number of participants it is suggested that they merely visit each station in turn in whatever order desired, to avoid a huge crowd at any one station.
Once all the stations have been visited and the answers written down, the participants must go to the Finish point and hand in their paper. After all the answers have been checked and points awarded, go through all the questions explaining the correct answers to all the participants and then the winners can be announced. (Points can be given for each correct answer as well as to the first teams arriving at the finish)
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Interviewer continues:





   That's right, you are Bathsheba. Your first husband, Uriah, was away fighting in battle when King David saw you from the rooftop of his palace and fell in love with you. Since he was king, you had to obey what he said and ended up getting pregnant.


   David panicked and arranged for your husband to be killed in the battle, so that he could marry you. That must have been very hard for you - and then because of David's sin, God allowed your newborn son to die as punishment.


   But because David repented and turned back to serving God again, God blessed you with another baby boy, named Solomon.


  Solomon grew up to become king after David and was famous for his great wisdom. He wrote the book of Proverbs in which he often gives credit to you, his mother, and your wise teaching.


   








BATHSHEBA





Q: Hello, please tell us a little about yourself –





A: I lived in Jerusalem and my husband was a soldier who was killed in battle. Later, I married the king but our first baby died.











Interviewer continues:





  That's right, we don't know your real name but know you as the Queen of Sheba. The fame of King Solomon's wisdom and riches had spread all over the world, and we read that you were seeking answers, so left your kingdom to travel for months to meet King Solomon and find out the truth.


   You had many questions about life and about Solomon's relation to the name of the Lord, and spent a long time talking with him. 


   At the end, you were amazed and praised God for giving Solomon such wisdom and making him king.


   You gave him expensive gifts, gold, jewels and timber that was used to help build the temple. Then you returned home to your country, taking with you the wisdom and what you had learned about God from King Solomon.











Interviewer continues:





    That's right, you are Ruth. You so dearly loved your mother-in-law Naomi that you were willing to leave behind everything you knew to go with her back to Israel. 


   Although you had also come to love the God of Israel, you knew that because of being a Gentile you could well be despised, and might never marry again.


   In order to provide food for Naomi and yourself, you willingly spent hours out in the fields picking up small grains of barley that had been left by the harvesters. Then when you returned home each day you had to grind them into flour to bake bread to eat. 


   But you never complained and always trusted and did what Naomi said. Because of your hard work and faithful commitment, you finally married Boaz, who was a wealthy man; and your son Obed became the grandfather of King David.





QUEEN OF SHEBA





Q: Welcome, please tell us where you come from –





A: I am from the land of Sheba, now known as Yemen, and I traveled a great distance to meet the man called the wisest man in all the world, because I had many questions about life.








Interviewer continues:





   Yes, you are Abigail who was married to Nabal. David's men had protected Nabal's shepherds and later David just asked for some food for his men in return. But Nabal refused and disrespected David, which made David angry.


   He got his men and prepared to go fight with Nabal, but you found out about it and quickly got together a lot of food and drink and took it all to meet David.


   You begged him to pay no attention to foolish Nabal, and to not act in anger and cause the deaths of many men. You knew that David was a man of God and encouraged him not to sin in anger.


   David accepted her apology and let Nabal alone - but soon afterwards Nabal was struck down by God and died. David was so blessed by your wisdom that he asked you to marry him and so you became the wife of King David.


   








ABIGAIL





Q: Welcome, can you please tell us about yourself –





A: I lived near Mount Carmel in Israel and was married to a man who was very rich but also very mean, and was even stupid enough to insult David who later became king.











Interviewer continues:





   That's right, your name is Esther, and King Xerxes chose you to be his new queen, although he didn't know you are Jewish. A wicked man named Haman convinced the king to agree to kill all the Jews throughout the land on a certain day. 


   When you learned about it from your cousin, you agreed to help by talking with the king and pleading for your life and the lives of all your people. But this was a great risk because if the king did not want to listen to you the punishment was death. 


   You asked for your cousin and all the Jews to fast and pray for 3 days, and trusted that God would protect you and help the Jews. 


   God did so, and the king had Haman killed, made Mordecai his chief advisor, and gave a new order that saved the Jewish people - all because you were brave and trusted in God.  








ESTHER





Q: Hello, please tell us a little about yourself –





A: I am a Jewish orphan who was raised by my cousin Mordecai in Susa, near Babylon. Then as a young woman I was chosen to receive special beauty treatments before being presented to the King. 





RUTH





Q: Welcome, can you please tell us about yourself –





A: I grew up in Moab and married my husband Mahlon, who was an Israelite. After he and his father and brother all died, I decided to go with my mother-in-law to live in Bethlehem and take care of her. 





Interviewer continues:





   Yes, you are Rebekah of course. One evening you met Abraham's servant at the well. He was a stranger and so you kindly offered to draw water from the well for him to drink.


   But then you also generously drew water for his thirsty camels - and there were TEN of them! That was hundreds of gallons of water and must have taken hours of hard work!


   No doubt this proved to Abraham's servant that you had the good heart and character, and strong healthy body, that would make a perfect wife for Isaac - in addition to your beauty.


   You accepted the proposal, bravely left your home and family, and returned with the servant to Canaan, where you became Isaac's wife and gave birth to twin boys - Jacob and Esau. 








REBEKAH





Q: Hello, please tell us a little about yourself –





A: My father was Bethuel and Laban is my brother. I grew up and lived in Nahor in Mesopotamia until one day I was asked to travel back with a rich servant to the land of Canaan and marry my husband, Isaac.








Interviewer continues:





   Right, you must be Mary Magdalene. There's not much written about your past life in the Bible, but we know that after you were delivered from evil spirits by Jesus, you left everything behind and followed Jesus along with the other disciples.


   You paid attention to all his teaching, learned about God from him, and watched him perform many miracles. With other faithful women, you prepared meals for him and the other followers, and you went wherever he and the disciples went.


   In fact you cared so much for Jesus that you were


not afraid to be standing with his mother close to the Cross when Jesus died, even though you could have been arrested too. 


   You were the first to visit the tomb and discover that Jesus' body was gone, and Jesus appeared to you first to let you know he had risen from the dead! 


  








   








MARY MAGDALENE





Q: Welcome, please tell us about yourself –





A: I used to have a terrible life because I was possessed by evil spirits and did awful things. But then one day I met Jesus and he cast out 7 evil spirits from me and changed my life forever.











Interviewer continues:





   That's right, you are Rahab. Joshua sent two spies into Jericho to check out the city before he led the Israelites to attack it as they entered the Promised Land. They stayed in your house.


   But the king of Jericho learned they were there and told you to give up the spies. You hid them on the roof and lied to the king so that they could escape.    


   This was very dangerous for you but you did it because you believed what the spies had told you about the Lord. You believed that God was with the Israelites and had protected them through the desert so they could live in the land of Canaan as the Promised Land.


   Because of your faith and help, the spies told you to hang a scarlet cord out the window, and you and all your family would be spared in the battle. You are praised in the Bible as a woman of faith.   





RAHAB





Q: Hello, please tell us a little about yourself –





A: I was living in Jericho, along with my parents and brothers and sisters, when two Israelite strangers came to stay in my house. When I heard about their God, I believed them and helped them get out safely








Interviewer continues:





    Yes, you must be Elizabeth - also a relative of Mary, the mother of Jesus. While you were pregnant with your son John, Mary came to visit you after she had met the angel Gabriel and agreed to be the mother of Jesus.


   The moment that Mary entered your home, the Holy Spirit caused your baby to jump inside you and made you speak out a wonderful prophetic blessing upon Mary.


   Your husband was struck dumb throughout your pregnancy, and after your baby was born, everyone wanted to call him Zechariah, after his father. But you spoke out boldly that he should be called John, just as the angel had told your husband.


   Then God allowed Zechariah to be able to speak again, and he insisted the baby be named John. 


   








ELIZABETH





Q: Welcome, can you please tell us about yourself –





A: My husband is the priest, Zechariah, and we live near Jerusalem. Although we were old and had never had children, God blessed us and I had a son in my old age, who came to be known as John the Baptist.





Interviewer continues:





   That's right, you are called Sarah - Abraham's wife and the mother of Isaac. It is said that you were so beautiful that in Egypt you had to pretend to be Abraham's sister to avoid trouble.


   Although you had never been able to have children, God promised that you and Abraham would be parents and also that you would have so many descendants they could not be counted!


   When you were 89 you finally became pregnant and gave birth to Isaac the next year. That must have been very frightening and especially difficult as you were no longer young.


   But you were obedient and trusted God, and now the story of your faith encourages many others. 








SARAH





Q: Hello, please tell us a little about yourself –





A: My husband and I left our home and traveled many miles to a new land that God had promised us. There he blessed us but we still had no children for many years until miraculously I gave birth to our son.








Interviewer continues:





   That's right - your name is Anna. We read that you are a prophetess and spend all your time, day and night, praying and worshipping God. Like many of the Jews 2,000 years ago, you were waiting for God to send the Messiah.


   Then one day you saw a young couple bringing their new little baby boy into the Temple to be consecrated according to the Jewish law. 


   Because of your very close relationship to God, He told you that the Baby Jesus was the long-awaited Christ, the Messiah.


   From that moment on you went around telling the news to everyone who was also looking forward to the coming of the Messiah.    


  


   








ANNA





Q: Hello, please tell us something about yourself –





A: I live at the temple in Jerusalem and have been a widow since my husband died after we had been married just 7 years. Now I am 84 years old.











Interviewer continues:





   Yes, you are Hannah, Samuel's mother. We read that you were made fun of for many years because you couldn't have a child, and while you were praying desperately at the altar the priest even accused you of being drunk! But you told God that if He gave you a son you would give him to the Lord's work.   


   It must have been so hard after Samuel was born, knowing that you would have to let him grow up at the Lord's house in order to keep your vow!


   Especially as we read that the priests there were wicked men who threatened the people, and everyone knew that they were even sleeping with prostitutes in God's house! 


   But you kept your vow and trusted that God would protect and take care of your son, which He did. Samuel grew up to be a great prophet and man of God, and God blessed you with more children too.





HANNAH





Q: Welcome, can you please tell us about yourself –





A: I live in the hill country of Ephraim and am one of Elkanah's two wives. For many years I couldn't have children but then God answered my prayers and I had a very special son who became a great prophet.





MARTHA





Q: Hello, please tell us something about yourself –





A: I live in Bethany, near Jerusalem, with my brother Lazarus and my sister Mary. We were very good friends of Jesus and his disciples who used to stay with us often.





Interviewer continues:





   Of course, you are Martha. Your sister Mary was the one who left you to do all the work and just sat listening to Jesus, which I'm sure you would have loved to do too!


   We read that it was actually you who first invited Jesus and his followers to come into your home as they were passing through Bethany. That shows that you are very kind and hospitable.


   We know that you and your family became faithful  followers of Jesus and his teachings, and had great faith in what He said. 


   You were also very dear to Jesus, and when Lazarus became very ill you truly believed Jesus could heal him. But God chose Lazarus to be part of an even greater miracle - to show that God's power can even raise the dead! 





DORCAS





Q: Welcome, please tell us about yourself –





A: I have always lived in Joppa on the Mediterranean coast of Israel. I'm sometimes called Tabitha and I love to sew clothes and tell people about Jesus.














Interviewer continues:





   Right, you must be Dorcas. The bible says that you were a faithful disciple of Christ, always doing good and helping people.


   But one day you got sick and died, which was a terrible shock to both the disciples and to the many widows you had helped and made clothes for. They immediately gathered together and cried around your bed as they could not believe you had died.


   Hearing that Peter was not far away they sent word to him to come. He quickly arrived and prayed for you - and God did a miracle and raised you from the dead!


   Everyone was so happy and your testimony caused many people to believe in the Lord.


  








   








LYDIA





Q: Hello, please tell us a little about yourself –





A: I live in the city of Philippi in Macedonia, where I have a business as a dealer in purple cloth which is considered very special. I heard Paul preach the Gospel which changed my life and I accepted Christ. 





Interviewer continues:





   That's right, you are Lydia. You worshipped God and were meeting with a group of women gathered together by the river on the Sabbath, when Paul and Silas sat down and began to speak to you all about Jesus.


   Your heart was touched by the Gospel and you were saved and baptized in the river along with all the members of your household. 


   Afterwards you immediately wanted to prove your commitment and invited Paul and his companions to stay in your home while they were in Philippi - in fact you consider it a Christian obligation to open your home to other believers!








